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Research English




“We follow certain social
conventions for organizing

messages”
(Hyland 2004:6)

Academic Genre



Non-Native Speakers of English

> Master the lexical and syntactical features of
the target language

> Be aware of cultural differences

8

genre practices, expectations and values may

vary across languages

(Milton & Hyland 1999, Vold 2006, Hyland 2008a, 2008b, Hirano 2009) #pt.com



Research English

The responsibility for clarity is
on the writer rather than on the

reader

(Swales and Feak 2000: 16)



Research English

> have stricter conventions for sections
and subsections

»point to “gaps” or “weakness” in prior
literature

» present reasonable lexical variation

> use short sentences with less
complicated grammar

Swales and Feak 2000, Hyland 2004, 2009 fppt.com



Research English

“authors are expected to take
positions and express points of

view in acceptable ways”

(Milton and Hyland 1999:147)



Textual Patterns




Textual Patterns

> as a result of
> the present study proposes
> itis argued that
> the results show that
> we find that

> this paper concludes with



Why are textual patterns of interest?

Textual patterns facilitate communication by
making language more predictable and

reducing processing time.

(Nattinger and DeCarrico 1992, Hyland 2008a, 2008b) fopt.com



Why are textual patterns of interest?

» Expert writers are aware of the textual
patterns most frequently employed by their
discourse community and hence make regular
use of them

» The absence of such patterns may be an
indication of lack of fluency of a newcomer

(Nattinger and DeCarrico 1992, Hyland 2008a, 2008b) fopt.com



Concluding section

Final Considerations



Concluding section

John Swales - Research Genres (2004:274)

“I have noted for example that Brazilian

applied linguists are rather fond of a final

section heading that translates literally as
Final Considerations.”

“And | confess that | have adopted this

myself on occasion.”



Abstracts




Abstracts: Schematic Structure

Methods / Materials

Results / Findings

Discussion / Conclusions / Implications /
Recommendations

Hyland 2004: 67, Swales & Feak 2009: 5 fopt.com




Purpose

Handout: Task 1




Task (1): Purpose

1) We introduce multi-state previewing tools to
facilitate the proce ...(Comp)

In this paper we investigate a canonical
weakening of the notion ... (Comp)

Using a micromagnetics calculation, we
explore the properties of ... (Phys)



Task (1): Purpose

2) This paper describes a project to use the
rodin tool-set to perf ... (Comp)

This study examines the record of high-
palaeoflow phases in rive ... (Earth)

This article addresses the desktop search
problem by considering ... (Comp)



Task (1): Purpose

3) The purpose of this study is to understand
observed behavior and ... (Comp)

The objective of this study was to
determine the effects of the ... (phys)

The aim of the article is to provide a unified
and integrated pi ... (Comp)



Task (1): Purpose

4) The goal is to find the same fine-scale,
chaotic mixing in the i ... (Comp)

The purpose here is to explore some
abstractions that help read ... (Comp)

Our aim was to determine the mechanism
of espf/snx9-induced mem ... (Biol)



Task (1): Purpose

5) A suite of ... methods ... was used to
examine the mineralogy of ... (Earth)

... spectroscopy was used to study the
spectral linewidth and fr ... (phys)

To investigate the trade-offs between ..., we
compare, analytica ... (Comp)



Task (1): Purpose

6) Low- and high-field magnetotransport
measurements o ... are reported.(phys)

Models for compensation of measurement
overhead in par are described.(Comp)

... mtdna heteroplasmy was studied in
oocytes and placenta of wo ... (Biol)



Purpose

What is the preferred pattern in your
research field?



Purpose

Handout: Task 2




Task (2): Purposive verb

1) We introduce multi-state previewing tools
to facilitate the proce ...(Comp)

In this paper we investigate a canonical
weakening of the notion ... (Comp)

Using a micromaghnetics calculation, we
explore the properties of ... (Phys)

fppt.com



Task (2): Purposive verb

2) This paper describes a project to use the
rodin tool-set to perf ... (Comp)

This study examines the record of high-
palaeoflow phases in rive ... (Earth)

This article addresses the desktop search
problem by considering ... (Comp)



Task (2): Purposive verb

3) The purpose of this study is to understand
observed behavior and ... (Comp)

The objective of this study was to determine
the effects of the ... (phys)

The aim of the article is to provide a unified
and integrated pi ... (Comp)



Task (2): Purposive verb

4) The goal is to find the same fine-scale,
chaotic mixing in the i ... (Comp)

The purpose here is to explore some
abstractions that help read ... (Comp)

Our aim was to determine the mechanism of
espf/snx9-induced mem ... (Biol)



Task (2): Purposive verb

5) A suite of ... methods ... was used to
examine the mineralogy of ... (Earth)

... spectroscopy was used to study the
spectral linewidth and fr ... (phys)

To investigate the trade-offs between ..., we
compare, analytica ... (Comp)



Task (2): Purposive verb

6) Low- and high-field magnetotransport
measurements o ... are reported.(phys)

Models for compensation of measurement
overhead in par are described.(Comp)

... mtdna heteroplasmy was studied in
oocytes and placenta of wo ... (Biol)



Task (3) - Purposive verbs

» What are the most typical purposive verbs
in your research field?

» What is the preferred verb tense for the
purpose sentence?



Result

Handout: Task 4




Task (4): Result Patterns

1) In this paper, we demonstrate that current
procedures do not produce results which
accurately characterize ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

1) In this paper, we demonstrate that current
procedures do not produce results which
accurately characterize ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

2) Our data indicate that this reduction in
aldh1a2 protein is an early event in human
prostate cancer. (Pharm)



Task (4): Result Patterns

2) Our data indicate that this reduction in
aldh1a2 protein is an early event in human
prostate cancer. (Pharm)



Task (4): Result Patterns

3) These results show that dynamical processes
can have a significant impact on the
instantaneous nutrient distributions. (Earth)



Task (4): Result Patterns

3) These results show that dynamical processes can
have a significant impact on the instantaneous
nutrient distributions. (Earth)



Task (4): Result Patterns

4) Itis found that interconnects with large
atency and low bandwidth are major
pottlenecks for performance scalability ...
(Comp)




Task (4): Result Patterns

4) It is found that interconnects with large
latency and low bandwidth are major
bottlenecks for performance scalability ...
(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

5) The paper shows experimentally that when
preemption is ... Ic substantially
outperforms both ...(comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

5) The paper shows experimentally that when
preemption is ... Ic substantially
outperforms both ...(comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

6) We present results from both simulations
and our real implementation, which clearly
show that our active system is a feasible
approach ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

6) We present results from both simulations
and our real implementation, which clearly
show that our active system is a feasible
approach ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

7) Measurements on a full implementation in
linux indicate that trickles achieves
performance comparable to ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

7) Measurements on a full implementation in
linux indicate that trickles achieves
performance comparable to ...(Comp)



Task (4): Result Patterns

8) The cls is found to vanish when the mean
square radius is twice as great transversely
as longitudinally. (phys)



Task (4): Result Patterns

8) The cls is found to vanish when the mean
square radius is twice as great transversely
as longitudinally. (phys)



Task (4): Result Patterns

9) In-depth examinations of the experimental
results in combination with semi-empirical
models suggest that equilibrium charge
state distributions are ... (Phys)



Task (4): Result Patterns

9) In-depth examinations of the experimental
results in combination with semi-empirical
models suggest that equilibrium charge
state distributions are ... (Phys)



Task (4): Result Patterns

10) We found no evidence of a wave of excess
cases corresponding to the peak of
radioactive fallout from atmospheric
weapons testing. (BioPh)



Task (4): Result Patterns

10)We found no evidence of a wave of excess
cases corresponding to the peak of
radioactive fallout from atmospheric
weapons testing. (BioPh)



Task (4) - Results

» What is the preferred pattern in your
research field?

» What are the most typical ‘result’
verbs?



Abstracts

Handout: Task 6

http://www.americancorpus.org/



Contemporary Corpus of
American English (COCA)
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Task 6

Our data indicate that this reduction
in aldhla2 protein is...

What other nouns could be used
in the position where “data”
occurs?
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Task 6

We found no evidence of a wave of
excess cases corresponding.......

What adjectives would fit on the left
of evidence?
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